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it r petitions. for. freedom: fhall’ hereafter; originate
hall commence and be-tried only:in:the:county. where fuch
- the direélion’ of his, her or:their.mafter, miftrels or
Afuch“petition.: or: petitions :ail .be - preferred, -fhall

rocefs7againtt fuch. mafter;: miftrefs. or ‘owner; ‘for the pur-

it the county: court of his county, and in cafe. of negleét or-delay.
_ and'véturn-fuchiprocefs, he’may:be fined by the: court'iffuing-{uchi procefs... - 7.
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-~ XXII-'A¥p BE 1T ENaAcTeD, That in.all pefitions-now.depending, or hereafter commenced, for
. Treedom;; €ither the petitionér-or defendant may apply ito.the:court for the benefit-of a-trial by jury,
and’the court. thall thereupon’ charge; as the law dire&s,  the-attending jury, to determine-each and
all ‘ofithe:allegations;contained in the faid petition, which may.be controverted, any law, ufage or

’ ,cu(ld’ﬁ"r:itb"thc-con'r’.‘rar\ywnéjtwligh,[l_anding; L e T e T .
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XXIIT; Awp, BE, 1T ENACTED, That there fhall be noappeal from the judgment of the .county
courtipon;fuch petitions, except’as t6.matters of law, where the faéts. fhall have been tried by a

.~ J - -all cifes'fo tried:to.the.general court oi_'-,\thei’»r!téfpé&i}?e fhore, any ;,lring'in this aét contained, to

2 thecontrary. nqtpynhﬁ‘;ndi_g‘g’t BT LI LT St -
. XXIV.:AND’BE IT. ERACTED," That:either the mafter, miftrefs or. owner, of fuch petitioner, .or

“thall "have: the right and :privilege: of challenging peremptorily: to the number of
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T “the ‘.,petiﬁon'er,

Ty - twelve jurors impannelled to try the fadts.in iffie,-and for. want of a fufficient number of jurors re-
o _.maiping upon the original: pannel,atales, at the. prayer of either party, fhall be awarded by the
i . court to'try the-faid iffue or iffuess - v T ol el

M. XXV Awb{BE IT £NACTED, That in all cafes of.petitions for-freedom hereafter to be infti-
IO tuted in any court’of -law in this flate, wheére the petition .or petitions fhall be difmiffed, or upon

* QM  trial the judgment.be againft fuch petitioner.or petitioners, the attorney- profecuting or appearing to
the fame fhall pay all legal cofts arifing thcfeon, unlefs. the. court, before: whom the {ume may be

~ brought;: thall'be of opinion,;inder: all circumftances, that' theré was probable ground to fuppofe

o the’fajd petitioner or petitioners.had a right to freedom ;. and that.in all cafes of petitions for free-
S - .dom now depending-in‘any’ couirt of 1aw in this ftate,: except on appeal; where a fimilar petition or
o " petitions, at:the fuit of ‘the fame party or parties, has’or have been before filed and difmifled, the
court” hefore whom fuch’ petition. or: petitions. -are "depending fhall:order a.flay of ail proceedings

~ until’the:cofts of the: former, petition: or petitions, and .all reafonable demands and expences f{uf-
‘tained or incurred by the defendant or defendants theréin; to be afcertained by the court, fhall have

been'paid or fecured to be paid. ...
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. XXVI. ;A'Nx)"fn'sjvx'ri ENACTED;-That in cafe the fiid cofts, damages and expences,.fhall 1ot be
paid within' fix" months alter the court.fhall’have ordered a ftay of procecdings; and afcertained the
 faid damages and expences as aforefaid, the defendant or defendants in fuch petition or petitions, fo
“as aforefaid depending, and his, her or their fecurities,-fhall be difcharged from any recognizance
by him, her or them, entered. into, in confequénce of fuch. petition or petitions-being filed, and the
faid ‘petition fhall be forthwith difmiffed™;: v v oo S0 S U
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E ;.' ~XXVII.ANDBE szNAcTnD,Tﬁat:fan& petmon for ,f;é_édo‘m' fhall héfe#ftcr be filed in ;_ny
" court of law- in_this ftate, and difmifled, and a fecond petition filed at the fuit of -the fame party,

-fo‘committed; : -
erforis: fhall, have been ‘committed; with the ©.
uch-county; itofell fuch:perfon or perfons to:férve ’
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¢ her‘appearance, diréted to :the-fheriff .of the county. {here fuch perfon
and‘fuch fheriff-fhall ferve and. réturn ‘fuch ‘procefs, in- the fame manner as

. '~ jury,iand:the mafter, miftre{s ‘or -owner, of fuch:petitioner,’ar the petitioner, at the zleftion of
Lk " either, i fhall have the right of dappeal as to.matters: of law::only, and to take bills of exception in
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No peﬁtion to

originate in the
general court,

,-and’in cafc.of negle® or-delay.in fuch theriff to execute

Petitioner, &e,
may apply to
the court, &c.

There thali be
no appeal, ke.

-

Mafter, &e. -
may challenge,

The attorney to
pay colts in cere
tain cafes, &c.
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If not paid; de.
fendant to be
difcharged, &ec,

Cburt ma} or-
dgr a ftay, &e.

" the court: in which fuch fecond petition may’ be filed fhall order a ftay of all proceedings until the
. "cofts 'of theformer petition, ‘and ‘all' reafonable damages and expencgs fuftained or incurred by the
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